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Hill Museum & Manuscript Library

The Hill Museum & Manuscript Library (HMML) is a global 

organization that advances manuscript research and scholarly 

inquiry by digitally preserving, providing access to, and 

interpreting manuscript collections from around the world. 

HMML places a special priority on manuscripts from regions 

endangered by war, political instability, or other threats.

HMML is currently preserving manuscript collections at 

sites in Lebanon, Iraq, Jerusalem, Egypt, Mali, and Malta. 

These resources—available through HMML’s online catalog, 

OLIVER, image database, Vivarium, and recently-launched 

vHMML, which will introduce a new generation of scholars 

to manuscripts—have become essential tools for global 

manuscript research.
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TOP: Manuscript preservation then and 

now. Left: Microfi lming team at work in 

Saltzburg, Austria in the 1960s. Right: 

Digital photography team at work in Iași, 

Romania in 2007.

BOTTOM: Scholarly access to manuscript 

surrogates over the years. Left: Roland 

Behrendt OSB examines a microfi lm at 

HMML in the 1970s. Right: Paleography 

lesson in vHMML’s online manuscript 

school. 
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Fifty years of collecting information about 

the manuscripts that HMML preserves. 

TOP: Oliver Kapsner OSB, types 

bibliographic information about a 

manuscript prior to photography. 

BOTTOM: Creating inventory records 

for manuscripts imaged at the Centre 

Numérique des Manuscrits Orientaux 

(CNMO) in Qaraqosh, Iraq.
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Columba Stewart OSB and members of the HMML Board traveled to 

Austria in 2015 to visit the places where HMML’s fi rst microfi lming team 

worked. Here, Fr. Columba holds a reel of microfi lm at the Abbey library 

in Melk, where HMML fi lmed over 1100 manuscripts. Carefully stored 

and in perfect condition, HMML’s fi lms are still in use after a half century.

Dear FriendsDear FriendsDear FriendsDear Friends,
These days HMML feels more and more 

like a technology company. We’re working 

on several interconnected digital projects 

that will make us the go-to place for 

online manuscript study. As a result, I 

oft en feel like the mythological Roman 

fi gure Janus, facing toward past and future 

simultaneously. Preserving and describing 

ancient texts requires some understanding 

of the cultures that produced them, even 

as making them available to scholars 

worldwide keeps us peering ahead at new 

ways to do it better. As challenging as this 

binocular gaze can be, it is also exhilarating. 

Every day we have to reach deep into the 

scholarship that has always been HMML’s 

hallmark while being mindful of the way 

scholars work now and equally aware of 

what other libraries are doing to make 

their resources known and available. 

When people ask me how important 

these digital projects really are, I tell 

them that our online presence will be 

HMML for 9⒐ 9% of those who use 

our collections. Those who come to 

Collegeville with one of our fellowships 

or stipends will have a remarkable 

experience, but they are few. Having 

burst the print barrier with our online 

catalog fi ft een years ago, and then the 

microfi lm barrier with digital imaging a few 

years later, we’re ready to bring down the last of the walls between scholar and manuscript 

as we prepare to put all of our digital collections completely online. 

With both past and future to occupy us, we need to keep an eye on the present moment as well. We continue 

to work in areas in which violence, refugee crises, and tremendous uncertainty are part of daily experience. 

Cultural heritage is being destroyed in real time, with cynical manipulation of the media to fl aunt barbaric 

acts. At HMML, in the best Benedictine tradition of wise use of the latest technology, we’re doing the 

opposite, bringing to your screens the best of the past for the sake of learning our way to a better future.

Sincerely, 

Columba Stewart OSB

Executive Director












































